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OF CHRISTMAS SHOPPING IN BUSINESS DISTRICT.

Iast night marked tho close of the great-
est: Christmas; season- - from a --commercial
point of view ever known In this

who handle the articles calcu-
lated to bring Christmas joy to the little
folk?, and the big ones. too. arc agreed
that In quantity and in quality the pur-
chases of this year greatly exceed those of
any other holiday season since they have
been In business

It is not because the spirit of giving has
undergone a revival, but rather because
there Is more money to back up tho spirit
than In former jears. Perhaps the pur-
chases of the rich have been no greater
than usual, but those of the middle classes,
upon whom the purveyor of Christmas
trinkets must depend, have had the neces-
sary funds to carry out their desires and
even the usually very poor hare been able
to buy something to gladden the
hearts of their llttlo ones. Tes-terd-

marked the finish. Belated cus-
tomers crowded the great stores until long
past the usual closing time and It Is prob-
able that they would have lingered until
midnight had not the doors been closed
gainst them.
As on Monday all of the downtown

afreets were glutted with struggling
from early morning until the cur-

tains were drawn. Heavily laden wagons
Whirled through the streets, delivering
purchases to homes or to the various ex-
press offices. Christmas packages occupied
a much room In the streetcars as the pas-
sengers who held them, while pedestrians
were compelled to clirs tightly to their
treasures to prevent them from being car-
ried away In the dense throngs.

At the markets the stallkeepers. with
help, were kept busy nil day long

handing out turkeys and chickens and
ducks, and the other delicacies that go to
nuke up the Christmas dinner, Jlany of
them ran out of stock long before the day
was olosed and were compelled, though re-
luctantly, to direct customers to other
places.

The post office was one of the busiestplaces In the city. Parcels too small to be
sent by express streamed into the boxe
all day long and every mall wagon thatwent to outgoing trains was loaded to its
capacity with the little articles that will
carry Joy to their destination.

Holly, evergreen and flowers formed no
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small part of the day's purchases Flor-
ists' wagons scurried all over the city un-
til the tired horses must have thanked
the equine Deity that Christmas comes but
once a ear.

SAGE IN OPTIMISTIC HUMOR.

Aged Financier
and Christmas Festivities.

HEPCELIC SPECIAI
New York. Dec. H Rnsssll Sago walked

briskly up lower Broadway this evening
to attend a meeting In the Western Union
building. He was In excellent humor and
chuckled pleasantly when he was asked

he expected to spend Christmas Day.
"Oh. quietly with iry familj." he said in

his quick. Jerky way. "Tou know I'm a
man of quiet tastes."

"What do you think of the market. Mr.
Sage?"

"It's all right. There's a disposition toen up matters a little; sort of closing
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J.C AVER CO. LsweB. Mats.

There are 120,000 hairs on an
average head, on your head. How
many of these have you lost since
yesterday ? Since a year ago ?

How long do you' calculate it will
be before you will have thin hair, or
no hair at all ?

Better feed your hair and make it
stronger and more vigorous. There's
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I have used Ayer's Hair Vigor for a great many years ad always with most

results. I have it to a great cany of my friends, and
they all say they are satisfied with It, too. We don't think you claim any too
sxach for it." Mas. A. San Cat .
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LOOKING NORTH BROADWAY, INTERSECTION

Business
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only genuine hair-foo-d, Ayer's Hair Vigor.
stops falling the hair, makes the hair grow,

and always restores color gray hair.

satisfactory recommended

Edwards, Francisco,

THE
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Discusses

DAY
up of affairs for the year, so as to start
afresh tho new year."

"Do you think the members ef the Stock
Exchange are as happy to-d- as they were
last Christmas Eve?"

The old financier laughed outtlght.
"Perhaps not. but I don't know why they

should not be." he said "You see the fu-

ture is all risht. say what people wilL I
have attended four corporation rreetings to-d- ai

and every one of them showed up wed.
Ko fault to be found with the future."

"Do jou like this Christmas season, Mr.
Sage"'

Yes. yes "
'This Is a time when hearts become

tenderer. Mr. Sige."
"Yes. ves "
"And when the test part of man's nature

corafs out of him and makes him feel the
better for tfe privileges me seiu-u-

to us."
"Yes, J es

AND SANTA BRAVED SMALLPOX.

Quarantine Guards Unable to Keep
Him From Child's Room

pxrrcLic srEciAL.
Middletown. X. Y., Dec. 21. Worry lest

Santa Claus will be barred from the pest-ridd- en

house of Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Cun-

ningham, on Genung street, wis uppermost
in the mind of their tar-ol- d daughter
Sidle, who is suffering from smallpox to-

night.
The house is quarantined. When Doctor

Car.field visited the little ona to-d- the
child asked.

"Doctor, do sou think Santa Claus will
dire come to a house where there is small-
pox?"

The phjician assured the little sufferer
that Kriss Krinfile was an immune, and
that he would make a.vislt.

Doctor, how t. Ill he get pat the quar-
antine guard' Don't jou think the guard
will stop him 7 persisted the child.

The doctor again assured her that Santa
and his reindeers would tolerate no Inter-

ference and the child went Into peaceful
sleep.

The doctor related his story after leaving
the house and, in short order, a collect on
of Christmas gifts such as never before
brightened the Cunningham home was dis-
patched there.

PARDONS AS CHRISTMAS GIFTS.

Governor Dockery Will To Day Re-

lease Three .Convicts.
REPUBLIC SPECIAL.

Jefferson Cyy. Mo , Dec. 3i Governor
Dockery will give Christmas
gifts to the following convicts In the shape
of pardons- -

William Cummlngs, Jasper County, as-
sault to rob; ten jears from July 11, 1896

B. Frederick. City of St. Louis, murder
In the second degree; fifteen jears from
December 17. 1S93.

Alice Smith, negro. City of St. Louis, mur-
der in the second degree; fifteen years from
October SL 1S93.

WEDNESDAY. DECEMBER 25. 1901.

LIVELY FINISH SEASON
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OF LOCUST STREET, LATE YESTERDAY AFTERNOON.

SANTA GLAUS VISITS

THE CITY HOSPITAL.

Abundant Christmas Cheer for
the City's Sick and Un-

fortunate.

Santa Claus invaded the City Hospital
last nht. and. making his tortuous way
through th" narrow, creoked corridors of
the rareshacMe. glooms -- looking pile In the
semlgloom cf the supper hour, took posses-
sion of the room which series as a substi-
tute for an amphitheater. In the center of
the building on the second floor, and set to
work to provide Christmas cheer for the
unfortunate Inmates He worked. rapidly,
for his time was precious, and within a
short time th glooms amphitheater was
trarsformeU into a brilliantls lighted and
handsomely decorated boner that seemed a
nook transplanted from Kriss Kringle's
own domain. The walls and ceilings were
covered with holls" and et ergreen. and from
tho brackets supporting the electric lights

I clusters of. hollj and mistletoe hung In
graceful festoons. At the north end were
three giant Christmas trees, handsomely
decorated and lighted, from whose thick
branches were suspended the gifts that
Santa Claus had prm Ided for his guests. A
piano in one corner bore eidence of the
fact that wise old Santa was aware that
hearts attuned to Christmas cheer and

I
mirth would rind surcease for the oerriow
of gladness In music of a more material
lorm.

When Santa Claus had clapped his hands
thrice, after the good old storybook fash-Io- n,

notifjing his beneficiaries that the
feast was welcome, and disappeared
through one of the scret passagewajs.
Doctor Nietert. superintendent of the hospi-
tal, summoned his staff of physicians and
nurses and went through the highwas and
bywajs of the hospital, summoning the
guests to the feast. Eery ward and divi-

sion was searched, and whereer there was
a convalescent patient able to leaie his or
ber bed. they were asembled, and, under
the guidance of the attendants, marshalled
In the corridors and marched into the I

amphitheater.
The sick, the halt, the lame, the bhnd.

white and black, old and oung, all classes I

and conditons of poor and suffering unfor-
tunates, were bidden to the feast, and all
availed themselves of the privilege with an
eager impatience born of long deprivation
of participation In the pleasures of their
more fortunate brethren.

Such a josous shout of genuine pleasure
burst from the throats, of the assembly
when, as they filed into the amphitheater.
tlialr wu rested uson the scene before

them. The ight of the eergreens and the
clusters of holly, and the Cnristmas trees.
resplendent la their wealth of tinsel and
color, their limbs heavj- - with the store of
gifts, recalled to many visions of tho long
ago, and stirred within them memories of
home and their happy, innocent childhood.
H"arts seared with misery forgot their
griefs, and dim old eyes grew suspiciously-bright- ,

and old and young were children
again, as the rafters rang with cheers for
Santa Claus.

Under the guidance of the attendants the
guests were socn all seated in the t'ers of
benches, the helpless Invalids being dis-
posed comfortably in roller chairs and on
soft slllows within thi edge of the lewer
circle, the smaller children In the arms of
tne pretty white-cla- d nurses occupying
scats on the floor In a semicircle. When all
had been disposed cf Doctor Xietert made
an address, welcoming his guests to the
feast prepared for them, and expressing
the hope that thev would enjoy themselves
to tneir nenrts content.u: tnen i.itrcauceu tne Kevcrnd D c'or
Cornell of Christ Church Catnedral. who
spok" of Christmas and the lssons It d.

At the conclusion of Doctor Cornell's re-
marks Santa Claus. Impersonated by oce of
the nospltal patient, made his appearance
amfd tumultuous applais; from th ex-
pectant guests, and distributed the gfls
There jrerc oranges, cakes and candy for
cierj-- one. with toys for the small patients.
Even the nurses and Interres weie remem-
bered, each leceivirg a small rcraembtance
from Doctor Nittert. The patients who were
unable to la j their beds were remembered
equalls-- with their more fortunate fel

After the distribution of gifts, there was
a short programme of oral aid instru-nen-ta- l

rumbars. which was highly appreciated
by the guests MIb Baker, anurse, gave a recitation from Jam's Wh'.t-com- b

Riles. Doctor Kirchner oncosis sla-
ter. Mis Catherine Kirchner. gaw a. dujt
"Berceuse Tjrolicnne," (D. Alard). on the
violin and piano. Doctors M'ser and Hohe
rendered tho "Skaters' Waltz." (Wnldiru- -
fel). on the cornet and piano.

.miss riskc oi the .Episcopalian Home
sansj "Fenr Xot. O Israel." There were al-- o

recitations and songs by inmates of the
hospital, including a negro quartet and a
ballad bv James Norton of Wesl'r Mins-
trels. Th's concluded the entertainment
and the patients were dismissed to their re-
spective wards.

After the en'ertainment the annual dance
of the internes and nurses was given, and
the dancers made merry until midnight.

The entertainment was the work of the
Reverend Doctor Cornell. Mrs. Holmes of
the Episcopalian Home and Miss Warr, su-
perintendent of the Training School forpurses. The gifts were donated b- - busi-n- es

houses
The pitients at the hospital to-d- will

have turkes- - for dinner, with celery, vege-
tables, fruits and dessert, to remind them
of the Christmas season.

CHRISTMAS AT WORKHOUSE.

Santa ClaUS Will Rememhpr thi
,. w5rtl pMmil v.A. U.3VUI...-- T..W. A .dl.UlfT Lil..

Three hundred and fifty prisoners at the
St. Louis city Workhouse will be treated
to a Christmas tree and a big dinner at th
Institution Presents will be dtstr.b-ute- d

ameng the inmates and at noon all of
them will be seated to a turkey feast.

This will be the first dinner nf tho tlnrl
that was ever given to the unfortunates andSuperintendent Kempt wUl make It pleasant !
tor tlim far oaa da.
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KIND TO BEGGARS.

Christmas Cheer Opens the Turse
Strings of Those Who Uae

Alms to Give.

SMILING FACES OF THE POOR.

Unusual Number of Unfortunates
Thronging the Shopping Dis-

tricts Are Not Molested
by the Police.

Tuletide this year has brought to St. Iisuis
an unusual number and variety of profes-
sional beggars. These people range from
the healthr type of man who stops business
men on the street and tIIs a story of great
need, to the old woman sitting oa a camp-sto- ol

playing a wheezy hand organ. Be-

tween these two types are Included the
woman with an armfull of babies, the leg-

less pencil seller, the blind cogro. the an-

cient white-hair- ed man and a host of others.
The present spell of mild weather Is par-

ticularly favorable to menclcants- - It enables
them to stand about the streets with a fair
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Ageu.inenaicunt. v. ho Is a familiar figure
ii the downtown streets these days.

degree of comfort and the givers of alms
give more attent'on to their surroundings
than when the mercury is about the xero
mark. Since the rush of Christmas shop-
ping commenced, and the downtown streets
are thronged with people, there has been
good times for the bescar.

At this season the hearts of men and
women grow large and they feel sorry for
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those poverty cuts off from the Joys of the
season. Mosey Is given out freely, and
even novices In the trade of begging reap
a harvest. Any story of poverty and 1"J'r
happiness finds a ready listener, and thosat
who are spending money for presents for
friends and" relaUves. devote readily a por--ti- on

of their store to charity, and feel the
better for it

An old. sightless man. who usually takes
his station at Fourth and Olive streets, re-
ceived yesterday H.I3-- The old fellow heard.
the merry voices of the passing throng; and
appeared to enter into the spirit of tho oc-

casion and become as happy as a blind beg-
gar may get. He fondled the coins givea
him and now and again would smile. s --;)At Washington avenue and Broadway.
there was a poor woman with five healthy-looki- ng

children, the oldest not over 7 or S "

years old. She said that people had been,
kind to her. and displayed something; over
JS in silver coin. TSis. she said, was a for-
tune for her and would enable her to bay
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numerous things for the cnuaren. xney
would have as happy a Christmas as any
one,

An old negro who has been blind ftoaa
childhood stood at Eighth and Xccusta.
streets. He said that In the last three days'
he had taken In more money than had conto
his way- - In a long time. t

Hardly any one In the business district --r
yesterday passed the day without being an-- f
proached by the class cf beggar known as .

a "panhandler." This type is represented j
by men between the ass of and S yean
As a rule they ask fcr money for something ,

to eat or to buy a night's lodging. Genera-
lly thev are refused, but they seemed happy
jesterday. and when they met would show-eac-

other quarters and half-dolla- rs whicn.,-ha- d

been given them. x
A noticeable feature was the laxitT

shown bv policemen In enforcing the oral
nances relative to beggars. ' Xearly every t
one who sought alms was allowed logo --

moIsted by the offlcers of the law. In ,j
spite of the great number of mendicants
which Infested the shopping district, narffr,.
ly an arrest was made ana In no case was
a woman Interfered with.

KIRKW00D BARBER IS MISSING. .

.C. W. Hammond Has Not Returned "

From a Hunting Trip.
C W. Hammond, a barter, living In Kira t

wood, has been missing from home for the
last three weeks and his relaUves hava re-- s
quested the county authorities to assist a
them In searching for him.

Hammond departed about three wees-- "

ago on a hunting and fishing trip to Catfish
Island. Since tnen htj friends have heard
nothing of him. The her was warm
when he left and he did not take any ove-r- --

coat. His relatives fear that he may have
frozen to death. He is. 12 jeers old.
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CHAMP CLARK- - RETURNS HOME

Senatorial Candidate Will Make
Several Speeches in Missouri.

REPUBLIC SPEC1AU J
Washington. Dec. It. Representative!.

Champ Clark departed this evening for StJ
Louh. From there tn will go to various!
points in the State to make a tew speeches.)
He will be at LuGranp? Thursday atternoonJ
the ISth; Canton Thursday night; 3JadIson
Friday afternoon: Huiitsv tile Saturday, and.! .
Monday night either at Washington. orTa- -
UIK. i.
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POWDER --h

3t Scientific Discovery

RUMFORD
The Wholesome

BAKING

Enables the Dyspeptic to eat deli-

cate cake and hot flaky biscuit,
without distress or discomfort.
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